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PROBATION. e 


Whatsoever aman soweth that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 
spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting. —Ga.atians, 6 : 7, 8. 


derived from the art of husbandry. The apostle refers to that stand- 

ing law of the vegetable creation by which “like produces like.” 

“ A fig-tree does not bear olive berries, nor a vine figs ;” nor does 

any tiller of the ground sow tares in his field when he hopes for a 

harvest of wheat. The same principle is here applied to the moral 

world, illustrating the connection between human actions and their 

results. To an important extent we see this connection running 

through the present life. If we know what are the precepts and 

' examples of a parent, we estimate, with a good degree of exactness, 

their probable influence on his children. If he sows in the mind of 

his son the seeds of licentiousness and contempt of religion, we ex- 

pect that son to become a reprobate in character. If he trains him 

up in the way in which he should go, we expect him not to depart 

from that way. On this principle the best maxims of education 

have always been founded : =a experience has authorized us to 

tell the young, that the habits they now form will give complexion 

to their whole character, and that the prospects of manhood can be 
estimated only by the promise of early life. 

But the principle is far more extensive in its application to our 
eternal interests. The single duty which Paul had in his eye he 
designedly enforced by an illustration that extends to every other 
duty, “He that soweth to the flesh,”—that is, governs his conduct 
solely by his own sinful inclinations, and limits his views only to the 

Vou. XIV. 


' 
| 
| The figure contained in these words is a perfectly familiar one, 




















2 Ss THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 
‘2 
present life, “shall reap corruption.” He will find death to be the 
wages of sin. But “he that soweth to the spirit,”—that devotes 
his talents, time, property,—all that he has, to God,—in obedience 
to the dictates of his Spirit,—“ shall reap life everlasting.” 

The practical truth intended to be taught in the text, is, that the 
present actions of men bear a relation to their eternal condition, 
analagous to that which seed sown in a field bears to the harvest 
that is to spring from it. 

I design in this discourse to consider the present life as a state of 
PROBATION for eternity. 

In doing this I shall inquire what this state of probation implies ; 
how it is adapted to the condition of man; and when it terminates 
in respect to individuals. 

I. What does this probation imply ? 

Certainly it is not the same in all respects as that in which Adam 
was placed. This was a trial under mere law,—limited indeed to 
one positive prohibition in its language, but including an obligation 
to universal obedience. Had that obedience been perfect, Adam 
would have been justified, as the holy angels were, on the ground 
of his own personal righteousness. By disobedience he incurred 
the penalty of death. 

To us the standard of duty is the same as to Adam ; but our con- 
dition as transgressors is different from that of, any other moral 
beings. Holy angels were on trial under law, and were justified on 
the ground of a perfect obedience. Sinful angels transgressed, and 
were condemned to chains of darkness. Man transgressed, and 
was placed in a state of reprieve, betwixt acquittal and condemna- 
tion. A plan of mercy was devised to put him on a new state of 
trial, with all the unchangeable obligations of the law resting on 
him, and the superadded obligations of the Gospel; and in this state 
of respite from death the offer of salvation is made to him anew on 
the terms of repentance and faith. Thus all sinners under the 
Gospel are placed between acquittal and execution; the sword of 
justice is lifted over them, but the blow is suspended, while the 
ven d mercy cries, “Fly to the strongholds, ye prisoners of 

ope. 

II. Our second inquiry is, how this probation is adapted to the con- 
dition of man ? 

Its great design is to form his character, as a moral and account- 
able being, for eternity ; and it is calculated, in the best manner, to 
accomplish this design. 

Man is placed here under just such a system of instruction and 
discipline as he needs. ‘To be prepared for eternity he must know 
his present character, his obligations, and the connection between 
his actions here and his final condition. The book of providence is 
open, to teach him that he is a sinner. Every thing around him 
shows that this world is under the curse of its Maker. The ground 
brings forth “thorns and thistles,” as the fruit of man’s apostacy ; 
so that “in the sweat of his face he eats bread, till he returns to 
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we 
the dust.” Sickness racks his body; bereavement . his 
heart ; the fairest dawn of his earthly hopes is often overcast with 
disappointment and sorrow. ; 

The book of conscience unites in the same testimony that he is a 
sinner ; and the book of revelation not only confirms all this instruc- 
tion, but sheds a light from heaven on many things all-important 
for man to know, which he could never learn from unassisted rea- 
son. It teaches him what the Lord his God requires of him as a 
moral agent, and what as a sinner ; why he is under condemnation ; 
how he may escape, and on what conditions he may be pardoned 
and admitted to heaven. This instruction is just what he needs as 
a candidate for eternity. 

The state of probation is adapted to his case, also, as it implies 
all the powers of moral agency which he needs. A servant on trial 
for the approbation of his master, would be treated unjustly if re- 
quired to remove mountains as the proof of his strength. A racer, 
if his limbs were tied, could have no fair trial for winning the 
prize. So man, if God required impossibilities of him, and placed 
the terms of acceptance beyond his reach, could not be considered 
as in a state of probation. 

Moral obligation belongs only to intelligent and voluntary beings 
with capacities to do their duty. The laws that govern matter are 
not adapted to minds. Mere force may govern machines: gravita- 
tion keeps the planets in their orbits; but moral agents are govern- 
ed by moral law, and are accountable no farther than they have ca- 
pacities to understand and do their duty. The winds blow, and the 
rivers run in their channels, and the planets shine in their stations; 
but none of these, like man, are on trial for a retribution. We are 
placed also in a world of motives ; motives adapted to our state as 
beings on trial for eternity. 

God our Maker requires us to love him supremely. In language 
of authority he forbids us to sin. In language of warning, he assures 
us that “heis angry with the wicked every day.” In language of 
entreaty he pleads with us, “Turn ye, for why will ye die?” He 
has hedged up the way of transgression with restraints. We live 
and act, knowing that he is a witness ofall that we do. Every step 
we take, every word we speak, every thought we cherish, is observ- 
ed by him with the scrutiny of that eye which is as a flame of fire. 
In the deepest recesses of secresy, in the darkest shades of night, 
that eye looks upon us. In the act of yielding to temptation, as 
we are lifting the hand to commit sin, he whispers in the admonition 
of conscience, “do not this abominable thing which I hate ;” and 
if we refuse to listen, he peals in our ear a louder note of remon- 
strance from the wailings of despair. 

He appeals to our hearts besides, by a class of motives drawn 
from all that is persuasive in the tenderness of infinite love. The 
gift of his Son to be our Redeemer combines all these motives 
in one view, and invests them with a moral power which nothing 
but obduracy itself can resist. Here a bleeding Saviour pleads 
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with us, by the agonies of hisown cross. Angels have lent their 
aid in proclaiming “glad tidings of great joy” to men. To en- 
force the motives of the Gospel, prophets and apostles have la- 
bored, and martyrs have shed their blood. The Spirit strives ;— 
sickness and afflictions warn—the death-bed and the grave point 
to a coming judgment, and echo the admonition,—“ arise and 
depart, for this is not your rest.” 

In all these respects, the circumstances of the present life are 
adapted to the condition of man, as an immortal being, and a 
sinner, on trial for eternity. 

III. This leads me briefly to consider the last inquiry, When 
this probation terminates, in respect to individuals ? 

The Bible, to which alone we must look for light on this sub- 
ject, assures us that probation ends at death. All the represen- 
tations of the final judgment imply this. Then “every one shall 
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done.” 
Men will enter on eternal enjoyments or sufferings, according to 
the character formed in this world. The rich man in the parable, 
was told that in his “life time he had received all his good things,” 
and that a great gulf was fixed between him and happiness; but 
from the righteous, after death, “God shall wipe away all tears.” 

All the representations of death as terrible in its consequences 
to the wicked, imply that it closes the state of trial. “When a 
wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish.” But how so, 
if he is still encouraged to expect and hope for another period of 
probation? ‘The wicked is driven away in his wickedness, but 
the righteous hath hope in his death.” If there were a second 
state of probation, the wicked would have hope in his death. In 
that case life would not be the only day of preparatory action, 
and death “the night in which no man can work ;”—nor would 
it be necessary, on that account, for each to do with his might 
‘‘whatsoever his hand findeth to do.” 

I have chosen this subject with a view to the serious, practical 
reflections which it suggests. 

My first reflection is, that they who make this world their supreme 
object in living, utterly mistake the great purpose of life. For what 
is this purpose? Nothing less than to secure the happiness of 
the soul for ever in the favor of God. It is a preparatory state, 
bearing the same relation to eternity that seed-time bears to har- 
vest. All the satisfaction, all the advantage of the husbandman 
in casting his seed into the ground, lies in the expectation of 
what he is to reap. Planting is nothing and sowing is nothing 
but lost labor, aside from the crop that is to be produced by all 
this pains. So men judge and act in common concerns; and 
while they sweat and toil in their daily business, always regard 
some object beyond the present moment to be gained. So they 
should judge and act in the concerns of their souls, remember- 
ing that there is a harvest at the end of the world, when “he that 
has sown to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption.” So 
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they should judge and act, as knowing that their everlasting con- 
dition hereatter depends on their actions here. 

Let me ask now, to what extent men do judge and act in this 
manner? Just look at the pursuits, the amusements, the plans 
of education and business, most prevalent among careless men, 
and you will see in all these, if I mistake not, very little ultimate 
regard to God and eternity. Men of this description rise in the 
morning without thinking of God. They eat their food without 
thinking of God. They pass through the day and lie down to 
rest at night without thinking of God. They look forward and 
lay their plans of business for years to come,—plans involving the 
dearest interests of themselves and families,—and yet, perhaps, 
“God is not in all their thoughts.” Thus they live “without God,” 
or as the apostle most emphatically says, atheists in the world. 
But these principles of action are not limited altogether to such 
men; to some extent (I do not say how far) they prevail also 
among those who bear the christian name, and have influence in 
the christian church. Temporal industry, you say, is ‘an impor- 
tant duty. Children must be trained up to act a part among men, 
and earn their own living, as it is called. Be it so: all that 
should by no means be forgotten in this forming age. But then, 
christian parents, are you not too apt to forget, or at least to act 
as though you had forgotten, the far more important point, that 
this life is only preparatory to another? On the Sabbath, and oc- 
casionally at other times, the child is told, perhaps, that he is born 
for eternity ; but through the week, how is it? Are not the con- 
versation, the habits, the grand current of moral influence on him 
such as to make the impression that he is born for time? He is 
told that he must “get a living” in much the same manner as 
though this were the chief end of life. He is educated as an 
intellectual being, to shine in a profession, to gain property, to 
acquire an influence, to act a part,—for time. But God sees that 
all that is wrong. When that child was born, God said to the 
parent—“ Take this child and nurse it for me.” Let him be 
trained to act his part in time, but so as not to forget that time 
is only the threshold of eternity; that he is immortal, and must 
live when all the nations are dead, the earth is burnt up, and 
the heavens are no more. 

Only let this one principle be settled, that this life is but a 
season of discipline for eternity, and then see how impious are 
the maxims of worldly men; and how frivolous the objects from 
which they hope for happiness to themselves and families! Look 
at the round of fashion, and ceremony, and gayety, the wealth, and 
pleasure, and splendor in which they glory; how utterly worth: 
less are these when viewed in relation to their whole existence ! 
One fact stamps the character of all the objects in which the 
delight, that not one of these can be carried with them beyond 
the grave. Death separates them at a stroke from all the plea- 
sures of sense ;—from all their offices and honors, their posses- 
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sions and amusements ;—and exchanges their songs of revelry 
and mirth for the wailings of despair. 

My second reflection is, that it becomes every one to take care what 
habits he forms, and what influence he exerts in this world. He is 
acting for eternity. The admonitions of this subject extend there- 
fore to every action of his life, but more especially to those 
two classes of actions called secret and indifferent, because he is 
least likely to place a proper estimate on the importance of these. 
Why should he be scrupulous about those things to which no 
human eye is witness? His thoughts are conceived in the secret 
recesses of his own bosom ;—why should he be solicitous con- 
cerning these? For two important reasons. In reference to his 
whole existence there are no secret things. Thoughts are not 
secret. God sees them, and he will publish them another day 
to all worlds. Another reason is, these secret things, as he calls 
them, have an immense influence on his own character. Like a 
seed sown in the ground, one thought produces another, and that 
produces more, and so the product multiplies, till this train of 
thoughts engrosses and occupies the soul, and becomes, in fact, 
the character of the man. Hence it is an axiom, that every man 
is in reality, what he is in secret; and he is in secret what he 
has made himself by the habits of thought which he indulges. 

Strictly speaking, too, for the same reason, there is no such 
thing as indifferent actions. Moralists and theologians, for cer- 
tain purposes, may include under this head a large proportion 
of the “ deeds done in the body ;” and we may be accustomed 
to regard them as quite unimportant; and yet our Judge has told 
us that for all these we must give account. The reason is, that 
though, in themselves, without moral character, they are not with- 
out moral influence. What can be more indifferent than an idle 
thought? It comes and goes in a.moment, and is forgotten. Yet 
it is recorded as with “a pen of iron,” and will be brought into 
remembrance at the final day, because it stands connected with 
our endless character and destination. 

Besides, others around us are acting for eternity ; acting under 
a system of reciprocal relations, which make us, in a thousand 
ways, responsible for our influence in forming their character. 
An idle word is spoken in one moment, and the next, perhaps, 
no recollection of it remains in our mind. But who can tell till 
the day of judgment what mischief that word may have wrought 
in some other mind, or in thousands of other minds, immortal 
like our own? A single noxious weed, standing in a field, is 
harmless, but it soon ceases to be a single weed ; the wind wafts 
its seeds to another field, and thence to another, and another; 
till this one noxious plant becomes a hundred millions, and spreads 
over a state or a continent. So it is with example among men. 
One wicked parent may spread his baneful influence through 
twenty generations of his descendants. Some of these may 
spread it round the globe; and all may feel it through everlast- 


ing ages. 
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On the other hand, the example of one pious individual may 
be attended with unspeakable benefits to his fellow-men. Sup- 
pose that a few such men as Luther, and Knox, and Edwards 
had never existed ; and who can tell how much the want of their 
influence on the world might have changed our own moral con- 
dition, changed the state of the church on earth, and changed 
the results of the final judgment. Suppose that the little com- 
pany that landed on Plymouth rock, with their associates and 
successors among our pilgrim fathers, had all been atheists, 
who would ever have seen our New England, with its christian 
schools and colleges, its thousand churches and pastors, and its 
tens of thousands who have been redeemed from spiritual death, 
and become sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty? O, who 
can look down through eternal ages, and remember that he and 
all around him are forming a character for endless being, and 
not feel the awful consequences which hang on this probation ; 
not feel his dread responsibility every hour, for the influence he 
exerts on his fellow-men! 

My third reflection is, that our relations to eternity should teach 
us the true value of time. Let a man believe that there is no here- 
after, or no hereafter of misery to the wicked, and he may con- 
sistently trifle away life in neglect of religion. But let him be- 
lieve the views exhibited in this discourse, and can he trifle? In 
our whole immortal existence no period is so important as this 
short life, if we view it as our only season of probation. I say this 
short life, for at the longest it is but a few days before our bodies 
must crumble to dust; and even the world which we inhabit, 
with all its generations, and all the pageantry of its false glory, 
is passing away.” ; ; 


“What does not fade? The tow’r that long had stood 
‘“* The crush of thunder and the warring winds, 

“The flinty pyramids and walls of brass, 

“ Fall by the slow but sure destroyer, Time: 

“ Achaia, Rome, and Egypt moulder down; 

* And all these worlds that roll around the sun,— 

“ The sun himself,—shall die.” 


Yet every man, and woman, and child in this assembly has a 
soul that shall not die; and in its consequences, every action and 
thought of that soul is eternal, and abides for ever. And the des- 
tinies of that soul must be fixed in the present life ; a life so un- 
certain, that none can tell what a day may bring forth; so fleet- 
ing, that it vanishes away like a shadow; so frail, that it breaks 
at a touch, like the spider’s web. Yet on this little span of pro- 
bation the welfare of our whole immortality is at stake. Here 
every one, whatever his character, or age, or condition, is in a 
world of hope, a world of motives, urging him to embrace the 
Gospel, and be happy. But death shuts up the scene; no more 
hope, no more motives to impenitent sinners. When that hour 
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comes our preparatory work ceases, and our unalterable retribu- 
tion begins. “It is appointed unto all men once to die,”—but 
once,—“ and after death, the judgment.” 

This stamps a value on time surpassing all conception. It is 
our season for doing a great work ; a work which must be done 
in a few days or never. Look, then, on this world of immortal 
beings, each one of whom is to live and die for himself; to live 
and die for eternity ; to live but once, and die but once, and say 
whether they feel the worth of time. It is indeed a world of ac- 
tion ; all is bustle and business. In the senate chamber, in the 
court, the counting-room, the camp, the field, the shop, the mar- 
ket, all is action. But what are these men doing? Worse than 
nothing, if their time and efforts have not a direct bearing on the 
great work of the soul and eternity. And what, my dear hearers, 
are you doing? Say, beloved youth, are there not some of you 
who have not begun this great work, and yet presumptuously 
hope that there are years enough to come? Cherish not this 
delusion. Take your stand in some great city, and fix your eye 
on the passing crowd. Among these busy thousands you see one 
old man, tottering under the decrepitude of fourscore years. You 
look at him as a stranger in this world. Where are the compa- 
nions of his childhood? Im the grave. And all this throng, exult- 
ing in the gayety of youth or the vigor of manhood, will go 
down to the grave, with few exceptions, long before reaching the 
period of that old man; and will you risk your salvation on the 
hope that you shall be among those few exceptions ? 

Another year of your short life is just finished; with all its 
Sabbaths and means of grace, it is gone for ever. A new year 
has begun, which to some of us may probably be the last year 
of our probation. In the light of this subject, may I not hope 
that every heart is ready to say, “If God shall spare my life this 
year I will not waste my precious time, but will devote it to 
him.” Do you make this resolution? Then take a few plain 
and practical directions ; the sum of which is, Let holiness to the 
Lord be the motto of all your actions. 

Fifty-two Sabbaths are before you this year; let each of these 
be kept holy. Let no day of this year be spent without reading 
the Bible, nor without prayer to God. Let no hour of this year 
be lost in needless sleep ; nor in useless attentions to dress ; nor in 
excessive indulgence of appetite in food and drink ; nor in any 
conversation, or the reading of any book that you would dread to 
recollect at the judgment. 

“Spend your time this year in nothing which you know must be 
repented of. Spend it in nothing on which you might not pray for 
the blessing of God. Spend it in nothing which you could not 
review with a quiet conscience on your dying bed. Spend it in 
nothing which you might not safely and properly be found doing 
if death should surprise you in the act.”* . 


* Baxter's Directory. 
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THE JUDGMENT. 9 


My dear impenitent hearers, to close this subject, I would glad- 
ly tell you, and make you feel, how solemn is your condition. 
The amount of all I have said, all I can say, is, you are on trial 


for eternity. A universe of motives is around you. The law 


threatens, the Gospel invites, providences urge, conscience warns, 
time flies, judgment approaches. The heavens and the earth ten- 
der you their aid in this trial for eternity; sun, moon, and stars 
shine to light you onward; angels stoop from the battlements of 
heaven to see the result of this trial; God waits with long suffer- 
ing, to see the result. Say, what shall this result te? Will you 
die, eternally ? or, will you be holy and happy for ever? 





SERMON CCLXXVI. . 


BY REV. EBENEZER PORTER, D.D. 


THE JUDGMENT. 


Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained.—Acrts, 17 : 31. 


This passage is the conclusion of Paul’s sermon at Mars Hill. 
The preacher skilfully takes a subject suggested by the occasion, 
and adapts his reasonings to the character of his hearers’ He 
boldly proclaims the truth to those who had never heard it; and 
solemnly enforces it, with a frequent application to their conscien- 
ces. We admire the fearless honesty of the man who could stand 
up among the philosophers and scholars of Athens, and; reviewing 
the idolatry of that renowned metropolis, declare the period of its 
utmost splendor to have been times of ignorance. We honor the 
pious fidelity that makes Jesus Christ the end and object of preach- 
ing, and shows men their sins in order to show them the way of 
salvation. 

The apostle exhibits the solemnities of the judgment as a motive 
to repentance. ; 

Independently of revelation, we must look upon the doctrine of 
the text as at least reasonable and probable. To what end is a day 
of probation without a day of retribution? Without such a day, 
how can the Supreme Lawgiver stamp on the characters of men any 
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public marks of his approbation or displeasure? Without reference 
to such a day, how can the unequal allotments of Providence be 
explained? and whence the impressions of dread that thrill the 
guilty soul in anticipation of an hereafter? But the Bible places 
this subject beyond the reach of doubt. The text affirms that a 
day of judgment is appointed,—appointed by God. 

The first inquiry before us, r is, By whom will the world 
be judged? and the 

Second, In what manner will this office be executed ? 

1. To the first inquiry, By whom will the world be judged? the 
text gives a brief answer, “ By that man whom God hath ordained.” 
But who is that man? The same whom the Father commanded all 
his angels to worship, and to whom he said, “ Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever.” The same who was both the son of David, 
and the Lord of David. The same who testified of himself, “The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son, and hath given him authority to execute judgment also, be- 
cause he is the Son of Man.” The office of judge, then, is as- 
signed to Christ, as a part of that mediatorial work for which he 
became incarnate, and in reference to which he is styled “ Man,” 
and the “Son of Man.” But does this imply that he is only man ? 
The Judge of the world, unquestionably, must possess attributes 
which cannot be possessed by a mere man ; which cannot be com- 
municated to any created being. This office implies infinite know- 
ledge, to comprehend at once the eternal counsels of Jehovah and 
the secrets of all hearts. It implies infinite authority, to pronounce 
the final sentence ; infinite truth, purity, and wisdom, to do it justly ; 
infinite power to execute it. Let it not be said that these attributes 
are delegated to Christ for this special purpose. The supposition 
that the infinite God can delegate his own attributes, so as to make 
a created being infinite, is an absurdity too obvious to require refuta- 
tion. Accordingly the two facts that Christ rose from the dead and 
that he will judge the world, are often mentioned by the apostles 
in close connection ; the former as a pledge of a general resurrec- 
tion, and both as evidence of his real divinity. Paul, in his long dis- 
cussion of this subject to the Corinthians, speaks of the resurrec- 
tion and judgment as the great “closing scene of the mediatorial 
work.” “Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father.” The dispensation of grace 
and forgiveness will then cease, and the reign of strict law will 
return and continue for ever. 

II. Our second inquiry is, In what manner will the world be judg- 
ed? And here again the text gives a brief answer, “Jn righteousness.” 

There is much sublimity in the apocalyptic representation of the 
judgment-seat, as a great white throne, emblematical at once of the 
majesty, and purity, and impartiality of Him who sat upon it. 
When we are told, however, that he will judge the world in right- 
cousness, the question arises, will his final decisions be strictly ac- 
cording to Jaw, or in other words, according to personal charae- 
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ter ? I reply, doubtless a plain reader of the Bible would under- 
stand this to be the meaning of its often-repeated declarations, like 
the following : “God will render to every one according to his 
deeds ;” “For every idle word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account in the day of judgment;” “ Every one shall receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil.” 

But it may be said that this view of the subject is attended with 
two important difficulties. The first is, that to suppose all men will 
be treated according to their deeds, in the judgment, is inconsist- 
ent with the doctrine of justification by faith alone. Certainly {t is 
a subject not of empty speculation, but of awful interest for us to 
understand, on what depends our acquittal or condemnation before 
the Judge of all. 

Now the only standard of duty which God has given to men is 
the law and the Gospel. The Gospel confirms all the original 
precepts of the Jaw, and adds others of its own, adapted to the case 
of transgressors. The standard of trial and the standard of duty 
must be the same. Suppose, then, you are arraigned at the final 
bar. There the Jaw, your original rule of life, is presented, with 
all its holy claims, as the measure of your character. There your 
own actions are unfolded, from the record of God’s omniscience. 
Jan you stand up then and say, as a sinless angel might, All the 
precepts of the law have I kept? No child of Adam can say this. 
No one can be justified, therefore, on the ground of a perfect, me- 
ritorious obedience. he Gospel then is presented with its addi- 
tional claims. Have you repented of your sins, and believed in 
Christ ? If so, you may be accounted righteous for the sake of his 
atonement ; and thus, while guilty in yourself, you may plead a 
righteousness which meets the demands of both law and Gospel. 
All your deeds, then, whether good or evil, are brought into judg- 
ment for important ends: the evil, to honor the grace by which 
they are pardoned ; the good, to honor the grace by which they 
are produced, and as public testimonials of love to Christ. Thus 
you are saved as a hell-deserving sinner; not for the sake of any 
merit either in faith or in the obedience which springs from it, but 
for the sake of that all-sufficient righteousness which is received 
by faith alone. ' 

But suppose you are destitute of this faith, how does the case 
stand? A fearful catalogue of deeds, evil, and evil only, stares you 
in the face. You have no righteousness in yourself, none in Christ, 
to meet the claims of a broken law. All its curses must fall, with- 
out abatement, on your guilty head. 

But it is said there is still another difficulty. In many passages 
of the Bible the sins of believers are spoken of as “covered,” “ re- 
membered no more,” “blotted ont,” and “cast into the depths of 
the sea.” Such declarations, it is alleged, are at least inconsistent 
with the supposition that the sins of believers will be publicly 
exhibited at the day of jndgment. But does this language certainly 
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imply that the sins of believers will be concealed in that day? 
There are many reasons for thinking that the Spirit of God did not 
mean to teach us this. The pardon of a believer cannot imply that 
when his sins are “blotted out,” they shall thenceforward be un- 
known to other intelligent beings. 

Such a supposition is inconsistent with fact. For the sins of 
good men have already been published very extensively, and that 
under the express direction of God himself. All who have read 
the Bible know of David’s adultery, Hezekiah’s vain-glory, and 
Peter’s denial of his Master. How can you and I forget the sins of 
these men, when we shall meet them in the judgment? 

If the sins of good men were concealed, their holy affections 
would not be adequately displayed. In what view does the piety 
of Paul shine with the most attractive interest? In his deep con- 
trition for having persecuted the church. Why are we tenderly 
affected by the glow of penitential feeling in the fifty-first Psalm ? 
Because it is the language of a broken heart, lamenting its woful 
defection from God. So all the graces that shone in sanctified 
Peter must for ever be associated in the recollections of the church, 
with the dreadful deed he committed at the high priest’s palace? 

If the sins of good men were concealed, the sins of the wicked 
could not be fully exhibited. The complex relations of this world 
make men in a thousand ways instrumental of each other’s actions. 
Many a youth has been accelerated in the way to death, not simply 
by the influence of ungodly associates, but by the occasional indis- 
cretions of a pious parent. Many a bold despiser of the Gospel has 
been strengthened in his unbelief by the un worthy conduct of some 
professor or minister of religion, whose piety, though not suffi- 
ciently elevated and uniform, is still unquestionable. Now, the sins 
of the wicked being thus intertwined with those of the righteous, 
how is it possible that the one should be fully exhibited while the 
other is concealed ? 

And what good purpose, let me further ask, would be answered 
by such concealment? Would it render the sins of believers less 
real or less hateful? Would it magnify the grace by which they 
are forgiven? Would it make them more humble or watchful ? 

In its practical influence, too, on the lives of christians, the ex- 
pectation of a public disclosure at the judgment is important. De- 
praved affections are cherished by the shade of secrecy, and awed 
into constraint by the apprehension of exposure to the light. He, 
then, who jirmly believes that all the motives of his actions and all 
the secrets of his heart will be revealed before assembled worlds, 
will keep that heart with all diligence. He will watch and pray 
against sin; will resist the threatening temptation, and suppress 
the rising emotion that would draw him to dishonor God and 
wrong his own soul. 

We come, therefore, to.this plain conclusion, that when the sins 
of believers are spoken of as covered and blotted out, the language 
is figurative ; not implying that their sins will be forgotten by 
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God, or by themselves, or that they will be hidden from others, at 
the judgment. The simple meaning is that they are forgiven ; 
and when God shall bring “every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing,” all heaven must adore the wisdom that guards the 
inviolable honors of the law, while it provides for the pardon of 
its penitent transgressors. 

We have thus seen that the world will be judged by Jesus 
Christ, and will be judged in righteousness. 

But we must not leave this subject without a nearer view of 
those transactions which involve the immortal interests of us all. 
God forbid, my hearers, that Ishould seek to amuse your fancy on 
a subject so awfully serious as this. The only description of the 
last day on which we can rely is that which the Bible contains ; 
and to a few chief points of this description let us now direct our 
thoughts. 


The coming of Christ, then, to judge the world, will be a pub- 
lic event. 

His ascension from Mount Olivet, though a scene of deep and 
tender interest to his disciples, was comparatively a private occur- 
rence, witnessed only by a few select friends. Not so his return. 
No testimony of chosen witnesses will then be needed. None of 
the ordinary means by which great events have been announced 
from man to man, and from nation to nation, will be employed on 
that occasion. No heralds or gazettes will spread the intelligence 
that the Judge is coming; for he “shall descend from heaven 
with a shout.” Every ear shall hear the proclamation, “ Behold, 
he cometh in clouds; and every eye shall see him.” 

It will be a sudden event. 

The fact that Christ will come to judgment is plainly and often 
declared, but the time when he will come has never been express- 
ly revealed. “Of that day and hour,” said the Judge himself; 
“knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only.” The reason of this arrangement is immediately suggested ; 
“Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come. Watch and pray always, that ye may be counted worthy 
to stand before the Son of Man.” But that event, it seems, will 
come unexpectedly to a careless world; sudden as lightning, sud- 
den as the storm of wrath that burst on the cities of the plain. At 
midnight the cry will be made, “'The bridegroom cometh, go ye 
out to meet him.” That cry will reach the bottom of the grave, 
and the deepest caverns of the sea ; will ring in the ears of sleep- 
ing millions ; will echo through all heaven, through all hell ; “ Be- 
hold, the bridegroom cometh.” 

It will be a majestic event. : 

When God descended to give the law at Sinai, the whole mount 
was covered with a cloud of smoke, and quaked greatly. And 
when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder 
and louder, all the people trembled. Well might they tremble ; God 
was there in majesty. But sublime and awful as it was, how did 
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that occasion compare with the scene before us. ‘Then, a single 
mountain quaked ; now, continents and oceans, the earth, and the 
skies, shall be shaken. ‘Then, mighty thunderings issued from a 
single cloud; now, “the heavens will pass away with a great 
noise.” Then, the top of Sinai was in a blaze; now, “the elements 
will melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are 
therein will be burnt up.” Here will be majesty such as the uni- 
verse has never witnessed. With dread significance is this called 
“the great and notable day of the Lord.” In its circumstances, its 
objects, and its consequences, it will be verily a great day. 

Great in its circumstances. 

{t will be ushered in with the sound of a “ great trumpet ;” the 
heavens will pass away “with a great noise,” the Judge will be 
revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire ; or, 
as he himself says, will come “ with power and great glory ;” his 
own glory as God incarnate ; the glory of his Father’s goodness, 
omnipotence, and vengeance; the glory of the holy angels. He 
will be seated on “a great white throne.” Truly this will be a 
great day. 

There will be a great assembly. ‘Those first rebels in the king- 
dom of God, the angels who kept not their first estate, will be sum- 
moned to the trial of that day. 





“ Then the great foe of God and man, 
* From his dark den blaspheming, drags lis chains, 
“ And rears his brazen front, with thunder scarr’d, 
“ Receives his sentence, and begins his hell.” 


‘Then the sea will give up its dead, and death and hell will de- 
liver up the dead that are in them. ‘There will be Adam, the fa- 
ther of our race. There will be Noah, Abraham, Moses, and all 
the patriarchs ; Samuel, David, Isaiah, and all the prophets ; Peter, 
John, Paul, and all the apostles. There will be the men of Sodom 
and of Nineveh. There will be all the Caesars that have troubled 
the world; all the armies and senates that have been the instru- 
ments of their ambition; all the-Neros that have persecuted the 
church; all the missionaries that have labored, and the martyrs 
that have bled for Christ; all the preachers who have sought, un- 
der whatever name, to promote or to pervert the truth; and all 
their hearers who have embraced or rejected the Gospel. 

There shall you and J be. This congregation will make a part 
of that vast assembly. We who have preached Jesus the Saviour, 
or have heard him preached with cold hearts, shall then see him; 
we shall see him. And Oh! that sight will fill these hearts with 
anguish or joy. 

Pilate saw him once as a despised Galilean, arraigned in his 
judgment-hall, and condemned to scourging and crucifixion. With 
what feelings must he see him now? Herod and his soldiers saw 
him, and set him at naught. With what feelings must they see 
him, encompassed with ten thousand times ten thousand saints 
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aud angels?) They who platted the crown of thorns, and they 
who drove the nails and thrust the spear, how must they feel, 
when they see the glory, or rather when they are struck blind 
with the effulgent glory of their Judge ? 

That day will be great in its objects. Then the character of 
God will shine with a lustre before unknown to mortals. His 
Jaw will appear in all its perfection and glory. His providence 
will break forth from the darkness in which it has been shrouded, 
as the consummation of unsearchable wisdom and goodness. That 
day will exhibit in a new light the worth of man’s soul; the 
deadly depravity of his heart; the efficacy, and plenitude, and so- 
vereignty of divine grace. And then the plan of salvation will ap- 
pear in all its parts and provisions, with all the resplendent lustre 
reflected from the Redeemer’s crown ; to men and angels the ever- 
lasting object of wonder and joy. 

When custom, or curiosity, or duty calls together an assembly 
of men in this world, how often do their faces betray the listless- 
ness of their hearts? Here is a sleeper, there a trifler. But to those 
objects for which the world will be gathered at the judgment-seat, 
no one will feel indifferent. Among all those millions, not one 
sleeper, not one trifler will be seen: not one who does not know 
that his own immortal interests are at stake. 

That day will be great in its consequences. It will be a day of 
separation. In this world you see the two great classes of men, 
the righteous and the wicked, promiscuously intermingled to- 
gether. You see them enlightened by the same sun, breathing 
the same air, speaking the same language, protected by the same 
laws, associated in the same scenes of business. On the Sabbath 
you see them enter the same sanctuary, and sit side by side, to 
hear the same sermon. In the family you see them seated at the 
same table, eating the same food, and lying down to rest under the 
same roof. But the great Judge of hearts sees all this time the 
difference between those who love him and those who do not; and 
he will show this difference in the day of separation. Then the 
husband and wife, who lived together in this world, he will place, 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left; parent and child, 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left; brother and sis- 
ter, one on the right hand, the other on the left. They part, not as 
in this life they had often done, for a few days or weeks, to meet 
again, with new transports of affection : they part for ever. That 
separation is final and eternal. 

To those on his right hand the Judge will say, “ Come, ye blessed 
of my Father.” To those on his left, “ Depart, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire.” “There shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
These shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righte- 
ous into life eternal.” Think, my beloved hearers, on the amazing 
import of these words—everlasting punishment—life eternal. O, 
the ecstasy of the redeemed, while they ascend to their thrones of 
glory! O,the agony of despairing sinners, while they sink under 
the frown of their Judge! 
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My christian brethren, do you expect to witness these scenes ? 
Do you expect, with your own eyes, to see “ your God in glory, 
and your world on fire?” to hear with your own ears the sound 
of the great trump and the noise of dissolving elements? to stand 
up, each for himself, in the great assembly, and give account of all 
the deeds done in the body? Yes, you do expect this. What influ- 
ence, then, let me ask, has this expectation on your conduct? Be 
honest with yourselves to-day. Lay open your hearts to the light. 
How often do you reflect that all your actions, and words, and 
thoughts, (yes, thoughts too,) must come into judgment? To bring 
the inquiry into narrower limits, that you may feel its force :— 
what if all the thoughts of your heart, for one week, or only for 
this day, were written out and read before this assembly ; would 
you shrink from the disclosure? Would it cover your face with 
confusion? How, then, can these same hearts bear the scrutiny of 
the omniscient eye, and the inspection of assembled worlds ? 

My dear impenitent hearers, with what emotions do you antici- 
pate this glorious, dreadful day? Now the Saviour speaks in ac- 
cents of love, while you spurn the heaven which he has pur- 
chased and the glory which he offers. But can your heart endure 
when he shall speak in the thunders of the last trump? His calls 
of mercy a thousand times repeated you can refuse, you do refuse. 
But when he shall summon you to judgment, can you refuse to 


obey that call? Here you stand on this earth, and defy the autho- . 


rity of Him.who made it; but where will you stand in that day, 
when the heavens and the earth shall be no more? when you 
have called in vain to the rocks and to the mountains, “ Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is 
come, and who shall be able to stand?” By the preciousness of 
your soul, [pray you do not forget that day. By the love of your 
Saviour, I pray you do not forget that day. In the name of your 
Judge, I beseech you, I charge you, do not forget that day. 
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